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REGENT COLLEGE
Distance Education

THEO 620: THEOLOGY OF MISSION:
BIBLICAL, THEOLOGICAL, AND GLOBAL THEMES

Lecturer: Dr. Charles Ringma

Course Tutor: Anthony Brown

Course email: de-theo620@regent-college.edu

3 graduate credit hours

Course website (extra resources, discussion, announcements):
www.regent-college.edu/classesonline

Your due date:
(See the last page of your Student Handbook for setting your due date)

A course may be dropped within two weeks of the course start date (date from the Course Receipt
Form once you receive your materials) for a 100% refund (less a $25 drop fee). A course may be
dropped between two and four weeks of the course start date for a 75% refund (less a $25 drop
fee). A course may be dropped between four and eight weeks of the course start date for no refund;
after this time the student is committed to receiving a grade for the course. All course materials
must be returned in original condition before a drop or refund will be approved.

Course Description

This course examines the biblical basis for understanding God's redemptive and transformative concern
for our world and our mission in the light of God's passion and care. The course will evaluate various
theological patterns for understanding mission, including Reformed, Anabaptist, Pentecostal, Evangelical,
and Liberation Theology models. The course will also examine the major contemporary missiological
documents from the Roman Catholic, World Council of Churches, Evangelical, Orthodox and other
perspectives.

Course Objectives:
1. To develop a coherent biblical perspective on God's mission and our mission in the world.

2. To evaluate the mission perspectives of some of the major theological traditions.

3. To critically interpret the contemporary missiological documents from the major denominational
traditions.

4. To discern the major contours of mission in the light of the de-Christianization of the First World,;
the role of the church in the Two-Thirds World; and the issues of pluralism, ecumenism, the
challenge of other religions, globalization, and social justice.

Academic Requirements and Time Investment

Lectures 30 hrs

Reading 50 hrs (1000 pp)
Evaluative Summaries 29 hrs

Final Research Paper 26 hrs (3000 wds)
TOTAL 135 hrs
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Assignments:

1. Reading and Evaluative Summaries.
Students must read six missiological documents (see Required Reading list) and respond to each one
with a five-page evaluative summary. Approximately 2/3 of the report should be a summary of the
document’s main points, and 1/3 should be your evaluation of the document, highlighting its
strengths, weaknesses, etc.
Due: (postmarked) six months after course materials are received.

Students must also select 1000 pages of reading from the course text (Transforming Mission, D. J.
Bosch) and the wider bibliography.

2. Research Paper.
You may choose one of the following options for this 3000 word research paper:

1. Write a research paper on a topic of your choosing that is related to the course material. This
paper must show interaction with course lectures, the missiological documents, and other
course readings. (Approval of your topic must be sought from the Course Tutor via email.)

OR

2. Craft a theology of mission for a specific context that is of personal importance to you. This
paper must describe the social context that you have in view, as well as acknowledge biblical,
historical and theological factors that will influence your theology of mission. Furthermore,
this paper must show interaction with course lectures, the missiological documents, and other
course readings (particularly Bosch’s “Elements of an Emerging Ecumenical Missionary
Paradigm,” chapter 12 in Transforming Mission).

Due: (postmarked) six months after course materials are received.

NB: The Course Evaluation Form must be completed and returned by your due date

Late Policy and Extensions (please read carefully!)

For every week that your course requirements are submitted late, there will be a deduction of a
third of a letter grade per assignment accordingly. Only under circumstances that are both
unavoidable and unforeseeable are extensions considered (please refer to your student handbook for
specific details

http://www.regent-college.edu/academics/cstudies/documents/StudentHandbook.pdf ). Weddings
and births do not count as unavoidable and unforeseeable. If you need to go beyond the six-month
time limit, you must contact the Coordinator first for an extension. Contact information is provided
in your Student Handbook. Please note that extensions are not automatically granted, and must be
applied for before your original due date.

ACADEMIC HONOUR Regent College upholds the highest standards of academic responsibility
as part of our commitment to Christ in all of life. Students are required to familiarize themselves
especially with the discussion of “Academic Integrity” in the College Catalogue.

Evaluation
Evaluative Summaries 60 %
Research Paper 40 %
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