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REGENT COLLEGE 
Distance Education 

 
 

BIBL 610:  BOOK STUDY: GENESIS 
 

Professor Emeritus Bruce K. Waltke 
Grader: Aaron Sherwood, de-bibl610@regent-college.edu 

3 Graduate Credit Hours 
Main source for guidelines, resources, extra handouts; 

www.regent-college.edu/classesonline
 

*NOTE: Biblical exegesis is desirable (but not a pre-requisitite) for this class. 
 

Your due date: _____________________ 
(See the last page of your Student Handbook for setting your due date) 

 
600 level courses are usually more advanced and focused than 500 level courses and generally assume the 
completion of some theological studies. 

 
A course may be dropped within two weeks of the course start date for a 100% refund (less a $25 
drop fee).  A course may be dropped between two and four weeks of the course start date for a 75% 
refund (less a $25 drop fee). A course may be dropped between four and eight weeks of the course 
start date for no refund; after this time the student is committed to receiving a grade for the course. 
All course materials must be returned in original condition before a drop or refund will be 
approved. 
 
Course Description 
This course aims to explain the contribution of Genesis to Christian theology by exegeting the book in its 
historical contexts.  More specifically it aims to facilitate the encounter between God and the students; to 
develop a biblical world and life view; to become skillful in narrative theology; and to interpret the book 
of Genesis within the canon of Scripture. 
 
Course Outline 
 

1. Introduction to the Course: Book 
2. Introduction to the Course: Method 
3. Gift of Creation: Genesis 1-4 
4. Gift of Recreation: Genesis 5-8 
5. Noahic Covenant & Noah’s Prophecies: Genesis 9-11 
6. Abraham and the Promised Land: Genesis 12-15 
7. Abraham and his Seed: Genesis 16-17 
8. Abraham’s Covenant and the Nations: Gensis 18-20 
9. Birth and Binding of Isaac: Genesis 21-22 
10. Transition to Isaac: Genesis 23-26 
11. Jacob Steals the Blessings from Esau: Genesis 27-28 
12. Jacob’s Sojourn in Padan-Aram: Genesis 29-31 
13. From Jacob to Israel: Genesis 32-33 
14. Transition to Jabob’s Twelve Sons: Genesis 34-36 
15. Joseph: From Canaan to Exaltation in Egypt: Genesis 37-41 
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16. Brothers Reconciled/Israel’s Blessings and Death 
 
Academic Requirements and Time Investment 

      3 cr hrs
Lectures          36 hrs 
Reading           40 hrs (approx. 800 pp - Genesis and  2 commentaries) 
Book Report          10 hrs (approx. 1250 wds / 5 pp) 
Term Papers x 2          40 hrs (2500 wds / 10 pp each) 
Exam (preparation)            9 hrs 
TOTAL         135 hrs 
 
Assignments 
1. Readings and Reports.  

All students should read the “accounts” of Genesis listed above in conjunction with a commentary, 
prior to each class.  Read two commentaries by different authors from the commentary bibliography 
provided in this course outline. (approximately 800 pages)  
 
Write a brief report comparing and contrasting the two commentaries (approximately 1250 words / 5 
pages). 

 
2.  Term Papers.  (2500 wds / 10 pp each) 

Write two papers,  one on the “Historicity of Abraham” AND one on the “Historicity of Noah”. 
 
Make sure to discuss the major issues and concerns involved in the debates over historicity, weighing 
fairly the pros and cons of the major views. Also, consult the sources mentioned in the reading list, 
especially those articles and books that are marked with a *. 

 
3.  Final Exam 

Questions for the exam will be drawn from the questions found in your audio materials package. The 
examination is to be taken in a two-hour time period. No notes or books are permitted.  Exam can be 
hand written or type written.  
 
PPlleeaassee  rreeffeerr  ttoo  yyoouurr  ssttuuddeenntt  hhaannddbbooookk  ffoorr  ssppeecciiffiicc  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  oonn  oorrddeerriinngg  yyoouurr  eexxaamm..  
http://www.regent-college.edu/academics/cstudies/documents/StudentHandbook.pdfocuments/StudentHandbook.pdfhttp://www.regent-college.edu/academics/cstudies/d
 
 
 

 
Evaluation  3 cr hrs 
Term Papers    45% 
Reading Report    25% 
Final Examination    30% 
TOTAL    100%  
 
NB: The Course Evaluation Form needs to be returned by your due date 
 
 
 
Late Policy and Extensions (please read carefully!) 
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FFoorr  eevveerryy  wweeeekk  tthhaatt  yyoouurr  ccoouurrssee  rreeqquuiirreemmeennttss  aarree  ssuubbmmiitttteedd  llaattee,,  tthheerree  wwiillll  bbee  aa  ddeedduuccttiioonn  ooff  aa  tthhiirrdd  ooff  aa  
lleetttteerr  ggrraaddee  ppeerr  aassssiiggnnmmeenntt  aaccccoorrddiinnggllyy..  OOnnllyy  uunnddeerr  cciirrccuummssttaanncceess  tthhaatt  aarree  bbootthh  uunnaavvooiiddaabbllee  andand  
uunnffoorreesseeeeaabbllee  aarree  eexxtteennssiioonnss  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  ((pplleeaassee  rreeffeerr  ttoo  yyoouurr  ssttuuddeenntt  hhaannddbbooookk  ffoorr  ssppeecciiffiicc  ddeettaaiillss  
http://www.regent-college.edu/academics/cstudies/documents/StudentHandbook.pdfhttp://www.regent-college.edu/academics/cstudies/documents/StudentHandbook.pdf  ))..  WWeeddddiinnggss  aanndd  
bbiirrtthhss  ddoo  nnoott  ccoouunntt  aass  uunnaavvooiiddaabbllee  aanndd  uunnffoorreesseeeeaabbllee..  IIff  yyoouu  nneeeedd  ttoo  ggoo  bbeeyyoonndd  tthhee  ssiixx--mmoonntthh  ttiimmee  lliimmiitt,,  
yyoouu  mmuusstt  ccoonnttaacctt  tthhee  CCoooorrddiinnaattoorr  ffiirrsstt  ffoorr  aann  eexxtteennssiioonn..  CCoonnttaacctt  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  iiss  pprroovviiddeedd  iinn  yyoouurr  SSttuuddeenntt  
HHaannddbbooookk..    PPlleeaassee  nnoottee  tthhaatt  eexxtteennssiioonnss  aarree  nnoott  aauuttoommaattiiccaallllyy  ggrraanntteedd,,  aanndd  mmuusstt  bbee  aapppplliieedd  ffoorr  bbeeffoorree  
yyoouurr  oorriiggiinnaall  dduuee  ddaattee..  

AACCAADDEEMMIICC  HHOONNOOUURR  RReeggeenntt  CCoolllleeggee  uupphhoollddss  tthhee  hhiigghheesstt  ssttaannddaarrddss  ooff  aaccaaddeemmiicc  rreessppoonnssiibbiilliittyy  aass  ppaarrtt  
ooff  oouurr  ccoommmmiittmmeenntt  ttoo  CChhrriisstt  iinn  aallll  ooff  lliiffee..  SSttuuddeennttss  aarree  rreeqquuiirreedd  ttoo  ffaammiilliiaarriizzee  tthheemmsseellvveess  eessppeecciiaallllyy  wwiitthh  
tthhee  ddiissccuussssiioonn  ooff  ““AAccaaddeemmiicc  IInntteeggrriittyy””  iinn  tthhee  CCoolllleeggee  CCaattaalloogguuee..  

 
Please note, ssaammppllee  ccoouurrssee  eevvaalluuaattiioonn  ffoorrmmss  aarree  aavvaaiillaabbllee  oonnlliinnee  oonn  tthhee  ccoouurrssee  MMooooddllee  ssiittee.. 
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