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REGENT COLLEGE
Distance Education

APPL/INDS 559: BUSINESS ETHICS: ENGAGING MORAL ISSUES IN THE
MARKETPLACE

Dr. David W. Gill and R. Paul Stevens
With guest, Patti Towler

Grader: R. Paul Stevens

1 graduate credit hour

Your Due date:
(Last page of your Student Handbook explains how to set your due date)

A course may be dropped within two weeks of the course start date (date from the Course Receipt
Form once you receive your materials) for a 100% refund (less a $25 drop fee). A course may be
dropped between two and four weeks of the course start date for a 75% refund (less a $25 drop
fee). A course may be dropped between four and eight weeks of the course start date for no refund;
after this time the student is committed to receiving a grade for the course. All course materials
must be returned in original condition before a drop or refund will be approved.

Course Description

This course is a study of a Christian ethics grounded in the Decalogue and the Sermon on the Mount. The
Ten Commandments and the Beatitudes will be interpreted and applied as instruction in the key ways of
loving God, loving our neighbor, pursuing justice, and promoting life and freedom. The Law and the
Gospel are inextricably together in this great covenant between God and his people. Case studies in
ethical issues will be explored as a hands-on method of engaging morally complex situations in the day-
to-day work world. The course will explore integrity and vocational holiness in the workplace.

Course Process

Engaging this course will involve the following process using the course handbook in either print form or
MP3:
(1) Listening to lectures by Gill, Towler and Stevens
(2) Journalling one’s interaction with the lecture material
(3) Reading two texts by David Gill
(4) Doing a collaborative project with a small group (self-chosen) on a specific ethics case study
from one’s own life and work
(5) Writing a theological and ethical reflection on this case incorporating the class lectures, reading
and engagement with a group learning experience.

Class Outline

(1) Integration of Faith and Work: What Does it Look Like? (Stevens)
(2) What Is Business Ethics (Gill)

(3) The Business Case for Ethical Behaviour (Gill)

(4) Typical Business Ethical Problems (Gill)

(5) A Four Part Model for Dealing with Ethical Issues (Gill)

(6) Moving from Damage Control to Mission Control (Gill)
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(7) A Case Study: “The Raise” (Stevens)

(8) Relational Integrity in the Workplace (Towler)
(9) Business Ethics in a Proactive Way (Gill)

(10) Ten Traits of an Ethical Organization (Gill)
(11) Ten Principles of an Ethical Organization (Gill)
(12) Vocational Holiness (Stevens)

Academic Requirements and Time Investment

A course manual will be provided with lecture handouts, case studies, suggested areas of research and
questions for further engagement of the issues.

(1) Lectures 10 hours

(2) Journalling

As a participant listens to the lecture material he or she will keep a journal of personal interaction,
learnings and questions. Samples of this not less than five pages (250 words to a page) will be submitted
at the end.

(3) Collaborative Learning

Each participant will find a small group, either of other students undertaking the course or within one’s
circle of relationships through which he or she will undertake discussion and learning around a single case
study emerging from one’s own life and work. This case study should first be written, preferably in the
third person, and exploring an ethical dilemma in approximately 250 words. Models will be given in the
course manual. Then the case should be discussed with the group identifying the issues, who is affected,
what Scripture and Biblical theology have to bring to the issue, and options. In the student report
(approximately 500 words) the participant will name with whom this case has been discussed with the
permission of those persons and identify three things which emerged in the discussion.

3 hours

(4) Reading
Each student will read R. Paul Stevens, Doing God’s Business: Meaning and Motivation for the
Marketplace (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2006) and one of the Gill texts:
David Gill, Doing Right: Practicing Ethical Principles (Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 2004)
David Gill, Becoming Good (Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 2005)
Note: No book review is required but it is expected that the student will incorporate insights from reading
in her or his case study.
20 hours

(5) Case Study and Theological Reflection

After engaging in the collaborative project the student will undertake a theological reflection on the case
based on her or his reading of the two texts, lectures and group interaction. This document should be
about 1000 words in length including the case study.

12 hours
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Grading:

Journals 25%
Report of collaborative project 25%
Case study and theological reflection 50%

Basis of Evaluation:

Research 25%
Integration 25%
Independent Judgment 25%
Style 25%

NB: The Course Evaluation Form must also be completed and returned by your course due date.

Late Policy and Extensions (please read carefully!)

For every week that your course requirements are submitted late, there will be a deduction of a
third of a letter grade per assignment accordingly. Only under circumstances that are both
unavoidable and unforeseeable are extensions considered (please refer to your student handbook for
specific details
http://www.regent-college.edu/academics/cstudies/documents/StudentHandbook.pdf ). Weddings
and births do not count as unavoidable and unforeseeable. If you need to go beyond the six-month
time limit, you must contact the Coordinator first for an extension. Contact information is provided
in your Student Handbook. Please note that extensions are not automatically granted, and must be
applied for before your original due date.

ACADEMIC HONOUR Regent College upholds the highest standards of academic responsibility
as part of our commitment to Christ in all of life. Students are required to familiarize themselves
especially with the discussion of “Academic Integrity” in the College Catalogue.

Bibliography
Required Reading:
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